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You can use the third conditional to describe an unreal 
past, or events that did not happen. This is useful for 
talking about regrets you have about the past.

New language  The third conditional 

Vocabulary  Environmental threats

New skill  Talking about an unreal past

Use the third conditional to describe 
unreal situations in the past.

Conditional tenses

KEY LANGUAGE THE THIRD CONDITIONAL

SECOND CONDITIONAL

The second conditional is used to 
describe unreal situations in the present.

HOW TO FORM THE THIRD CONDITIONAL

ANOTHER WAY TO SAY THE THIRD CONDITIONAL

Often “have” is contracted  
when spoken.

Sentences in the third conditional can be reordered 
without a comma so the “if ” clause is second.

The past perfect continuous can also 
follow “if ” in the third conditional.

THIRD CONDITIONAL

The “if “ clause is the 
unreal past condition.

Using different modals varies the 
certainty of the imagined result.

The conditional clause 
is the unreal result.

“IF” “WOULD / COULD / MIGHT”“HAD” + PAST PARTICIPLE “HAVE” + PAST PARTICIPLE
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FILL IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING THE VERBS IN THE CORRECT TENSES  
TO MAKE SENTENCES IN THE THIRD CONDITIONAL

KEY LANGUAGE FORMAL INVERSION  
You can make the 
third conditional 
more formal by 
inverting the 
subject and “had,” 
and dropping “if.”

This is used more in formal and 
academic written English.

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MARK THE THINGS  
THAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED
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REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD USING  
THE CONTRACTED FORMS

PRONUNCIATION 
CONTRACTED FORMS
In spoken English, you will often 
hear the contracted forms of 
“would have,” “could have,” and 
“might have.” The vowel sound 
before the final “v” is a lazy 
“uh” sound.
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READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MARK THE CORRECT SUMMARY
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CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS 
IN EACH SENTENCE

KEY LANGUAGE “I WISH”

You can express regrets about the present in a similar 
way to the second conditional by using “I wish.”

ANOTHER WAY TO SAY “I WISH”

You can express stronger regrets about the present by 
using “if only” and the past tense.

You can also use “I wish” to express regrets about the 
past in a similar way to the third conditional.

“Wish” + past   
has present meaning.

“Wish” + “had” + past participle 
has past meaning.

PRESENT REGRETS PAST REGRETS

You can express stronger regrets about the past by 
using “if only” with “had” and the past participle.

PAST REGRETSPRESENT REGRETS
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READ THE ARTICLE AND 
COMPLETE THE SENTENCES

FILL IN THE GAPS TO MAKE “I WISH” AND “IF ONLY” SENTENCES

CHECKLIST

 The third conditonal   Environmental threats   Talking about an unreal past  
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